IF YOU LIME IT

THEY WILL EAT IT
By Sue Edmonds

High pasture utilisation gets results...
When the 270 cows
on Dave Muggeridge’s
Tatuanui farm go into a
new feed area between
milkings they rapidly eat
the lot down to residuals
of 1,500 kgsDM/ha.
And Dave is sure that it’s
the regular application
of 400kg of lime per
hectare every year that
does it.
In Muggeridge farm
pasture there are
almost no weeds,
and none of the bare
patches between the
ryegrass and clover
plants which are so
often seen in other
pastures these days.

With healthy working soil and masses
of worms, the grass and prolific clover
has spread out leaving no room for
weeds. Not only does the lime benefit
the soil, it also helps it retain moisture.
During dry summers Dave has been
able to watch his pasture remaining
green when all around has browned
and dried off.
And obviously the stuff tastes good,
because the grazing is done rapidly,
and what’s left looks like it has been
grazed by sheep rather than cattle due
to the evenness. Containing a significant
proportion of clover, the sward’s energy
value is high, and at the next milking
one can view a yard full of round bellies
and contented animals.
The even sward is particularly
noticeable alongside the unlimed control
paddocks used in his liming trial.
These blocks are not favoured by the
herd and have more weeds and slower
growth.In spring Dave makes grass
silage to use as winter supplement and
also to help keep the rate of growth
under control. About 12ha is set aside
to conserve, plus when the day comes

to harvest, if there are other paddocks
that have more pasture than is required,
these get included too.
In order to achieve consistency,
they keep the round length the same
(21 days), and just adjust the grazing
strips to an area which equates to one
twenty-first of the area not being made
into silage. It is times like that when
their careful mapping and measuring
of every paddock is so useful.
Seven days worth of feed breaks is
calculated once a week to ensure the
cows are getting the same amount
each day and therefore are producing
a consistent milk flow.
Knowing how much feed is needed
per cow per day isn’t left to chance
either. Dave spent the time on his
computer to familiarise himself with the
Excel program. With that knowledge,
he has developed a feed planning tool
which allows him to determine how
much dry matter he’s likely to grow in
any given month (based on Waikato
averages), and how much is likely to
be eaten given stage of lactation and
stock numbers.

With this information he is able to
easily balance up what’s growing with
the cow requirements, and plan any
supplementation if needed.
This programme also looks at cow
condition, what level of pasture cover is
wanted at the end of the period (usually
a month) and what level he’s starting
with. If the difference is significant he
can then plan to add a small quantity of
the 33 units/year of urea he uses.
Knowing what’s needed and what’s
likely to be grown, and being able to
adjust all the figures very simply if the
weather affects normal growth patterns,
gives Dave and his milkers considerable
peace of mind all through the season.
Growing good and consistent pasture
is a skill that Dave thinks many of
today’s farmers have lost, or never
gained. It obviously takes regular liming,
planning and attention to detail, but
given the volatility of today’s weather
and finances, it’s a skill worth acquiring,
and Dave has always been generous
with his time and advice to those who
choose to learn.
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